
WELCOME TO HOWLETCH

LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL
LEARNING TOGETHER, ACHIEVING TOGETHER

New Reception Parents’ Meeting 2020



Welcome Message from Our Head Teacher

On behalf of the staff, governors and all of the children, I would like to welcome you all 

to Howletch Lane Primary School. Unfortunately, the Coronavirus Pandemic has created 

an extremely difficult situation whereby I am unable to address you in person and talk to 

you about our school.

Until we are able to meet, I hope this presentation gives some insight into our school 
routines and systems and explains our approach and practice. 

We are working hard in school, preparing to welcome you and will be in 

touch as soon as it is safe for us to do so. 

I hope you can all stay safe and we look forward to 

meeting you soon.

Mrs Adair



Aims of this Presentation

• To give you an overview of the curriculum your child will 

be covering in Reception Class. 

• To explain to you how we teach in order to cover the 

requirements of the Early Years Curriculum.  

• To inform you of those ‘need to know’ matters regarding 

your child’s first few weeks at school.



RECEPTION STAFF TEAM
THIS IS SUBJECT TO REVIEW ON AN ANNUAL BASIS AND MAY CHANGE IN SEPTEMBER 2020

Mrs Armstrong Mr Winn Mrs Boudari Mrs Brady Mrs Scollins Miss Hartley Mrs Oliver Miss Brown

EYFS Leader Teacher

& Teacher



Transition Arrangements 2020

Due to the unprecedented Coronavirus situation, we have been 

unable to implement our usual transition arrangements. 

Instead, we are proposing a slightly different start to the new 

academic year in September. 

You will receive a telephone call from your child’s new class 

teacher before the end of this term. If you have any queries, 

concerns or information you would like to share with us at this 

time, please do so. 

You will be asked to collect a welcome pack from the school 

foyer which will contain documentation which must be 

completed.

Your child will be placed into either group A or Group B and will 

be allocated specific times and dates to attend school for the 
initial visits. This will enable your child to get to know their teachers 

and friends in their new class. 



Transition Arrangements 2020
Date Time

Group A Thursday 3rd September 2020

Friday 4th September 2020

Monday 7th September 2020

Wednesday 9th September 2020

Friday 11th September 2020

Tuesday 15th September 2020

Thursday 17th September 2020

Friday 18th September 2020

Monday 21st September 2020

9.30am -11.30am

9.30am -11.30am

9.30am -11.45am

9.30am -11.45am

9.30am -1.30pm

9.00am - 2.30pm

9.00am - 2.30pm

9.00am - 2.30pm

9.00am - 2.30pm

FULL TIME

Group B Thursday 3rd September 2020

Friday 4th September 2020

Tuesday 8th September 2020

Thursday 10th September 2020

Monday 14th September 2020

Wednesday 16th September 2020

Thursday 17th September 2020

Friday 18th September 2020

Monday 21st September 2020

1.00pm – 3.00pm

1.00pm – 3.00pm

9.30am – 11.45pm

9.30am – 11.45pm

9.30am – 1.30pm

9.00am – 2.30pm

9.00am – 2.30pm

9.00am – 2.30pm

9.00am – 2.30pm

FULL TIME



The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 
What is the EYFS? 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) is the stage of education for children from birth 

to the end of the Reception year. 

It is based on the recognition that children learn best through play and active learning. 



The E.Y.F.S. is based on 4 themes:

1 A Unique Child
Where every child is seen as a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured.

2 Positive Relationships
A place to make friends, develop relationships with key workers and work in 

partnership with parents.

3 Enabling Environments
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s 

development and learning.

4 Learning and Development
A place to nurture, learn and develop all facets of the child.



The role of the Key Worker
• Your child’s key worker has a special responsibility for working with a small 

number of children, giving them the reassurance to feel safe and cared 

for and, just as importantly, building a relationship with you as parents.

• Your child’s key worker will make sure that, within the day to day 

demands of school life, your child feels special, an individual, cherished 

and thought about while they are away from home.

• The Reception class teachers are the named key workers for your child 

but we do also have a teaching assistant attached to each class. You 

can talk to any member of our team if you have any concerns or queries 

about your child. We are all here to help. Similarly, if you have a child with 

additional needs, their special support assistant will be available to 

communicate with on a regular basis.



Parents as partners
We recognise the importance of parents 

being involved in their child’s education.

Parents are children’s first and most 

enduring educators.

The more practitioners know about each 

child, the better they are able to support 

and extend each child’s learning.

When parents and practitioners work 
together in early years settings, the results 

have a positive impact on children’s 

development and learning.

Regular information will be shared 
with you through: 
• Daily informal chats 

• Communication diaries (where 

necessary) 

• The school website 
www.howletchlane.co.uk 

• School Facebook page 

• Our notice board at the main 

entrance 

• Annual information report about 

your child’s current learning & 

development & your child’s next 

steps in their learning 

• 2Simple - our online learning 

journal
• ParentPay App



Enabling Environments 
‘The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending 

children’s development and learning.’ 

Our indoor and outdoor classrooms are arranged so that the 

children have continued access to a variety of areas of learning. 

These are: 

• Sand area 

• Water area 

• Role play area 

• Mark making area 

• Music and singing area 

• Malleable area

• Book corner 
• Small world and construction area

• Creative and workshop areas

• Fine Motor area



Outdoor Learning
At Howletch Lane Primary School we like to be outside every day!
All staff value the importance of the outdoor learning environment 

and recognise that the outdoors is often where children want to be.

The Outdoors gives children unique opportunities to play co-

operatively, share resources, take turns, negotiate, communicate 
ideas and develop friendships.

Outdoors, children are able to gain confidence in what they can do 

as well as feeling the benefits of being healthy and active.

Please ensure your child brings suitable outdoor clothing e.g. A 

warm coat, gloves, hat and scarf in cold weather conditions.



EYFS Curriculum
• Continuation from Nursery. Final year of EYFS before beginning National 

Curriculum in Year 1.

• 17 Early Learning Goals –across 7 areas of learning.

• Underpinned by the characteristics of effective learning – support children in 

becoming a motivated and effective learner.

• Lay foundations for all future learning.

• Calm, nurturing  and supportive environment.

• We want your child to be happy and enjoy school.

• Stimulate curiosity, encourage critical thinking and develop life-long learning 

skills.
• Use of open-ended resources to encourage creativity.

• Use of regular observations to inform next steps in learning.

• Use of electronic journals to document progress.

• Children learn through a combination of adult-directed tasks and child-

initiated play.



Our Curriculum 
At Howletch Lane Primary School the staff plan together each 

week. 

Our planning is based upon:

• Our observations of the children and any special interests 

they may have 

• Seasons festivals/celebrations 

• The Early Years Curriculum areas

• Topics and themes which we feel may be of interest to the 

children



Learning and Development 
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is made up of seven 

areas of Learning and Development. 

The seven areas are grouped into two categories - prime areas and 

specific areas. 

The prime areas are important because they lay the foundation for 

children’s success in all other areas of learning and life. 

These are: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development

The four specific areas of learning  

• Literacy 
• Mathematics 

• Understanding the world 

• Expressive arts and design 



Characteristics of Effective Learning 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the Prime and Specific Areas of Learning 

and Development are all interconnected. 

• We believe that children should be given the opportunity to develop an awareness 

of how they learn as well as developing an understanding of how they can build on 

their learning characteristics. 

• The 3 Characteristics of Effective Learning involve:

• Playing and exploring – engagement 

• Active learning – motivation 

• Creating and thinking critically – thinking 



Our Online Learning Journals 
• Each child has their own unique online learning journal. 

• We will collect evidence of your child’s learning through 

photographs and observations . 

• You will be able to access these photos and observations from 

home.

• Your child’s learning journal will be updated with new photos and 

observations every half term. 

• We value any contribution that you would like to make to your 

child’s online learning journal. You can add your own photos and 
comments about any special occasions or trips out – we love to 

hear all about your child’s experiences from home! 

• We will email you all the information and log in details that you 

will need in order to access your child’s account. 



School Routines

• Children will have a staggered start. By Monday 21st September 

we hope to have all children attending full time 9.00am –

3.15pm. Obviously, this will be dependent on government 

guidelines with regards to social distancing at the time.  

• Children will enter school via the Key Stage One entrance. The 

doors are open from 8.50am. A member of staff will greet them 

at the door.

• At the end of the day, staff bring children out onto the yard. 

Please be on the yard from 3.10 pm.

• Breakfast club places can be booked at the office in advance. 

• Teatime club places can be booked at the office in advance.



Any other matters
• Clothing - PLEASE label any clothing that your child is likely to 

take off at school e.g. coats, jumpers, dresses, shirts, trousers, 

hats, scarves, gloves, trainers, shorts etc... 

• P.E. - Each year group has a P.E day. Reception class have 
their P.E day on a Thursday. PE kit white t shirt, black shorts or 

jogging bottoms in colder weather, gym shoes. These are to 

be stored in school – we have named drawstring bags to 

store your child’s clothing in.

• Outdoor coat – we spend a lot of time outdoors so it best to 

be prepared for the cold weather. 

• School dinners – These are free to EYFS and Key Stage One 

children.

• Snacks – Children will receive a free piece of fruit daily. If they 

wish to bring their own snack from home, we ask that it is a 
healthy snack so no chocolate or crisps please.

• School fund – We would very much appreciate a small 

contribution to our fund to help us facilitate activities such as 

cooking – this can be paid via Parent pay.



• Permission for school holidays will not be granted except in 

exceptional circumstances. This will be at the discretion of the 

Head Teacher.

• We must receive notification of absences. This can be done by 

telephoning the office. We also require evidence of 

appointments to be taken during school time.

• Contact details must be kept up to date in case of an 

emergency. Please notify the office of any changes.
• We must be made aware of any medical needs/allergies that 

your child has so we can ensure we can meet their needs 

appropriately.

• We have regular drop ins with our parent support advisor and 

school nurse where they are available for advice.

• No jewellery or toys in school

• Communication – newsletters, text, email, website

• Extra curricular activities - sport, storycraft, cookery, fun and 

fitness, environment club
• We recognise and value the importance of working in 

partnership with parents if you have any concerns, please ask.



And Finally!

• Every child is different

• They look different

• They behave differently

• They like different things

• They develop at different times and rates

• They learn at different times and in different ways

All of your children are very special to us - thank you for sharing them with us!


