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Howletch Lane Primary School believe that all children need opportunities to play in a way that
allows them to explore, manipulate, experience and affect their environment. The federation
acknowledges the UN Charter on the Rights of the Child, especially Article 31, and supports the
child’s right to play. We believe play provision should be welcoming and accessible to every child,
irrespective of gender, sexual orientation, economic or social circumstances, ethnic or cultural
background or origin, or individual abilities.

The Definition and Value of Play

Play is defined as any freely chosen activity which a child finds satisfying and creative. It may or may
not involve equipment or other people. We believe the learning opportunities of play include:

e Experiencing emotions e.g. learning about oneself and others, sadness/gladness,
rejection/acceptance, frustration/achievement, boredom/fascination, fear/confidence.

e Social interactions - enhancing self-esteem and understanding of others through freely
chosen interactions e.g. within peer groups, with individuals, with groups of different ages,
abilities, interests, gender, ethnicity and culture.

e Making choices, problem solving, being creative without an adult to lead
e Achieving and understanding how to cope with failing
e Communication and negotiation skills
Aims
In relation to play, Howletch aims to:
e Ensure play settings provide a varied, challenging and stimulating environment.
e Allow children to take risks and use a common-sense approach to these risks and their benefits.
e Provide opportunities for children to develop their relationships with each other.
e Enable children to develop respect for their surroundings and each other.
e Aid children’s physical, emotional, social, spiritual and intellectual development.
e Provide a range of environments which will encourage children to explore and play imaginatively.

e Provide a range of environments which will support children’s learning across the curriculum and
learning about the world around them.

e Promote independence and teamwork within children.
e Build emotional and physical resilience.

The Role of the Adult in Play/Playwork Principles

Our school will help children maximise the benefits of OPAL by having trained staff who are
informed by and work to the Playwork Principles:

The below principles establish and describe what is unique about play and playwork and provide the
playwork perspective for working with children and young people. They are based on the recognition



that children and young people’s capacity for positive development will be enhanced if given access
to a wide range of environments and play opportunities through their primary years.

1 All children and young people need to play. The impulse to play is innate. Play is a biological,
psychological and social necessity, and is fundamental to the healthy development and wellbeing of
individuals and communities.

2 Play is a process that is freely chosen, personally directed and intrinsically motivated. That is,
children and young people determine and control the content and intent of their play, by following
their own instincts, ideas and interests, in their own way for their own reasons.

3 The prime focus and essence of playwork is to support and facilitate the play process and this
should inform the development of play policy, strategy, training and education.

4 For playworkers, the play process takes precedence and playworkers act as advocates for play
when engaging with adult led agendas.

5 Theroleoftheplayworkeristosupportallchildrenandyoungpeopleinthecreation

6 The playworker’s response to children and young people playing is based on a sound up to date
knowledge of the play process, and reflective practice.

7 Playworkers recognise their own impact on the play space and also the impact of children and
young people’s play on the playworker.

8 Playworkers choose an intervention style that enables children and young people to extend their
play. All playworker intervention must balance risk with the developmental benefit and wellbeing of
children.

Staff will consistently use and refer to ‘The Principles of Playwork’ when appropriate interventions
are needed. However, this will only be used when children are for example, not following our school
behaviour policy, the play being carried has a high-risk of injury etc.

The playworker's core function is to create an environment that will stimulate children's play and
maximise their opportunities for a wide range of play experiences. A skilled and experienced play-
worker will enrich the child's play experience both in terms of the design and resources of the
physical environment. In terms of the attitudes and culture, the playworkers in our school will be
fully committed to the idea of OPAL, thus ensuring the scheme has every chance of success. Play-
workers will aid children in terms of giving hints to ideas and will join in when invited to by the
children or whenever a certain child is too nervous to join in without an adult present.

Benefit and Risk

Play is great for children’s well-being and development. When planning and providing play
opportunities, the goal is not to eliminate risk, but to weigh up the risks and benefits. No child will
learn about risk if they do not experience failure in some way.

Our school will use the Health and Safety Executive guidance document ‘Children’s Play and Leisure —
Promoting a Balanced Approach’ (September 2012) statement informing our approach to managing
risk in play.



Risk-taking is an essential feature of play provision and is something our school will encourage. Play
provision aims to offer children the chance to encounter acceptable risks in controlled learning
environment like OPAL.

In additions to standard risk/benefit assessments, our school will practice risk management
alongside children encouraging them to identify and manage risks in an environment where adults
are present to support them.

Supervision

During play time and lunch time, there will be adults present outdoors to supervise children. The
school recognises and will follow OPAL’s three models of supervision: Direct, Remote and Ranging.

Environment

As a school we believe that a rich play setting should ensure that all children have access to a
stimulating environment. However, this environment needs to be free from unacceptable risk. Over
the next few years, Howletch Lane Primary School will look to make use of our large outdoor space
and develop this as effectively and efficiently as possible.



